
NEW BOOKS 245 

of casein in the textile industry, casein food stuffs, miscellaneous appli
cations. 

One of the most interesting products mentioned is "galalith," an in
soluble compound formed by the action of formaldehyde on casein. It 
forms a perfect substitute for ivory, ebony, horn, tortoise-shell, celluloid, 
coral, imitation marble, etc. "Galalith" is inodorous and does not burn 
easily. It can be dyed, and the crude article, while warm, can be bent 
blocked and stamped, retaining its form perfectly when it cools. It does 
not attack metals, and is one of the best insulating materials known. 

Among miscellaneous uses of casein, the following are mentioned to 
show the great variety : In paper industry for water-proofing, sizing, 
etc., water-proof and fire-proof asbestos paper and board, washable 
drawing and writing paper, paint remover, shoe polish, photographic 
plates, ointments, soap making, etc. 

L. L. V A N S L Y K E . 

A MANUAL OF BACTERIOLOGY. H. U. WILLIAMS. 4th edition, revised by B. M. 
Bolton. P. Blakiston's Son & Co., Philadelphia. 

This is an excellent edition of a well known and widely used brief text 
in bacteriology. The present edition has the same scope and purpose as 
the former editions but a considerable number of changes and enlarge
ments have been made to bring the subject down to date. The book is 
well written and serves as a good digest of the subject. In the hands of 
a beginner it would seem that it might be found too much condensed. 
It is written from the standpoint of the medical man and for the use of 
medical students or practitioners it can be safely recommended where a 
brief text is desired. The typography and cuts are good and the index 
is excellent. 

W. D. FROST. 

H A N D B U C H D E R S P R E N G A R B E I T . BY OSCAR G U T T M A N N . 2nd ed. Druck und Ver-

lag von Friedrich Vieweg und Sohn, Braunschweig. 1906. pp. 99. 

The first thirty-five pages of this handbook are devoted to brief ac
counts of the history of blasting, the composition and characteristics of 
the more important of the different classes of explosives used, and the 
devices employed for exploding them. The remaining pages are given 
over to blasting as applied in mining and quarrying, with descriptions of 
the manual and mechanical methods of preparing blasts, the methods of 
estimating charges and determining how they should be placed and fired. 
The book contains 146 illustrations in the text, and five folding plates, 
besides two folding tables devoted to safety explosives. These latter 
give the names and composition of upwards of 110 explosives, most of 
which have been proposed for use in the fourteen years that have elapsed 
since the first edition of this work appeared, and it is in connection with 
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t h i s f e a t u r e a n d t h a t of r o c k d r i l l s t h a t t h e l a r g e s t a m o u n t of n e w m a t t e r 

h a s been i n s e r t e d in t h e p r e s e n t e d i t i o n , t h o u g h i t is in all o t h e r r e g a r d s 

b r o u g h t u p to d a t e a n d m a d e a s e rv i ceab l e , p r a c t i c a l a n d r e l i a b l e h a n d 

b o o k . I t is n a t u r a l l y w r i t t e n from t h e s t a n d p o i n t of E u r o p e a n p r a c t i c e , 

w h i c h differs i n m a n y r e g a r d s f rom t h a t w h i c h o b t a i n s in t h i s c o u n t r y . 

I t wi l l t h e r e f o r e b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o t h o s e f ami l i a r w i t h t h e official ob jec 

t i o n s r a i s e d t o A m e r i c a n p r a c t i c e in t h e p a s t to n o t e h o w l a r g e a n u m b e r 

of n i t r o g l y c e r o l p r e p a r a t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g a m m o n i u m n i t r a t e h a v e n o w 

b e e n a c c e p t e d for u s e in E u r o p e a n d e v e n in G r e a t B r i t i a n . 

C H A R L E S E . M U N R O E . 
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